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I ‘Love My City’

Catherine and John Smith
Sunday, April 22, the Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum celebrated
10 women trailblazers in Pinellas County at the St. Petersburg Marriott Clearwater.

BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

Trailblazers in local
history honored
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BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum
held its fourth First Ladies in
African American History event
honoring local trailblazer in
Pinellas County last Sunday.
Held at the St. Petersburg
Marriott Clearwater, the community, local politicians and
even gubernatorial candidate
Philip Levine stopped by to congratulate the honorees.
Mayor Rick Kriseman proclaimed Sunday, April 22, 2018,
as a day to honor Black
Women’s History Month and

the Frist Ladies in African
American History in St. Petersburg and urged everyone to
recognize their historic contributions.
Each year this celebration
grows larger and attracts aweinspiring keynote speakers
such as this year’s Marion Lee
Johnson, a superstar mathematician.
Much like her predecessors
Dorothy Vaughan, Katherine
Johnson and Mary Jackson—
whose efforts helped blaze
pathways to the stars during the
Space Race and were celebrated in the 2017 film “Hidden
Figures”—Johnson’s contributions remained hidden for

were black- owned. Nostalgia
for this time period is now at an
all-time high, especially with the
recent emphasis on black entrepreneurship.
In keeping with the nostalgia, Kitchen Table Literary Arts
held a workshop entitled “The

ST. PETERSURG –John and
Catherine Smith said they don’t
pretend that making a marriage
last 50 years is a piece of cake. It
takes work, commitment and a
faith in God.
“We have our ups and downs,
but our relationship was built on
trust and communicating with
one another,” said John.
His wife agreed, adding “and
we can agree to disagree and not
get so angry with one another.”
The couple, who celebrated
50 years of marriage April 19,
tied the knot when Catherine
was just 18 and John was 20.
They met in a cafeteria where
they both worked. John rooted
out Catherine on her first day on
the job. He stepped to her and
before he could lay down his
pickup line, she said:
“Why you walking over here
with those shoes flapping?”
With nothing else to say, he
responded: “I need to get some
glue or some new shoes.”
His comeback obviously
worked because two years later
they were standing in Pastor L.S.
McCree’s home getting married.
“Two years later when we got
to the point that somebody was
in the oven, we had to make a decision,” said John, who mentioned that the shotgun was not
visible in their wedding photo.
Both said that back then, they
couldn’t imagine 50 years down
the road, they just took things
one day at a time.
“Once we got married, we
just went about the business of
working and raising our children,” Catherine said.
But now, looking back, they
say getting a divorce just wasn’t
an option.
“So many people are ready to
go to divorce court,” John said.
“No one wants to work on it anymore.”
Catherine feels the same way.
“You have to have a stick-to-itness,” she said. “You have to try
and weather the storm.”
The Smiths said they always
tried to have a date night, even if
it sometimes meant having their
three children tag along. They
also made sure to work hard at

See DEUCES, page 5

See STRONG, page 12

decades.
“Shrouded under a blanket
of racism, Katherine, Dorothy
and Mary were physicists,”
Johnson said, “and also mathematicians, like myself.”
They served as the brains
behind one of the greatest operations in history of that time,
Johnson said, when they contributed to the launch of astronaut John Glenn, who became
the first American to orbit
Earth in 1962.
Five years later in 1967,
Johnson was nearing graduation at Talladega College in Alabama. Eager to hit the ground
See LADIES page 8

Life on Deuces back when
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

commuNiTy
NEws
pAgEs
2-9

church
NEws
pAgEs 10 - 11

ST. PETERSBURG – Oldtimers like to regale the
younger folks with stories of
prosperity the African-American community enjoyed along
the 22nd Street corridor in the
mid-20th century. Once the
main thoroughfare for black
residents, 22nd Street—affectionately called “the Deuces”—
became a safe haven during the
Jim Crow era.
Born out of strict segregation and racism, the story of
22nd Street is one of triumph
over adversity. Doctors, lawyer,
maids and cafeteria workers all
lived next to each other in this
close-knit community.
On any given night, you
were just a hop, skip and a jump
away from music legends headlining the city’s only venue that
welcomed black performers.
During this time, neighbors

L-R, Maureen McDole, SunLit Festival,
Tiffiany Anderson, Kitchen Table Literary Arts and
Lorielle Hollaway, Cultured Books
helped raised and discipline
each other’s children and examples of black pride, black
ownership and black accomplishments lined the 10-block
long street.
It’s been said that 75 percent
of the more than 100 businesses on 22nd Street South

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A call to action!

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Because she spoke
No one will know your truth unless
you share it.
No one will know the extent of your
pain unless you communicate. What
has convinced her that life is better if
she lives it in silence — silent to the
abuses, silent to the injustices, silent to
the hurt? There is power in her words.
Meet Marguerite Annie Johnson,
known more commonly by most as
Maya Angelou.
Angelou’s life experiences were as
diverse as the city of Los Angeles. This
poet, actress, writer, director, producer, singer, civil rights activist and
memoirist was also a fry cook, sex
worker, nightclub dancer and performer.
Many would have prematurely labeled her another sad statistic being
that she was poor, black and female.
She, however, overcame those negative expectations to make positive history. Angelou lived from April 4, 1928,
until May 28, 2014.
At an early age, Angelou understood the power of her voice. It scared
her.
At eight years old, she was sexually
abused and raped by her mother’s
boyfriend. She told her brother who, in
turn, told the rest of their family.
The culprit was found guilty but
spent only one day in jail. Four days
after his release, he was murdered. Angelou internalized his death. As a result, for almost five years she would
not speak. Angelou believed her voice
killed him. His actions almost killed
her voice. How many voices have died?
Like others, Angelou believed she
would never speak again. The world,
however, is grateful she found her
voice. In “I Know Why The Caged Bird
Sings,” Angelou shared her horrific experience of being abused—sexually—
as a child. She received international
recognition and acclaim.

It is not surprising that Angelou, as
a little girl, concluded that there was
safety in being silent. Today, we have
witnessed thousands of adult women
break their silence to speak on their
experiences of being sexually assaulted. Think about those who continue to live in silence. What, as a
world, are we missing? What gifts and
talents do they possess that will never
flourish? What healing will she never
receive because the request for help
hides within her voice, which she refuses to use?
Over the course of Angelou’s life,
she received dozens of awards and
more than 50 honorary degrees. In
1982, she was named the first
Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. In 1993,
she was the first poet to make an inaugural recitation since 1961. Furthermore, in 2015 a United States Postal
Service stamp was issued commemorating Maya Angelou.
Angelou’s life examples the power
of the female voice. It shows its necessity to the world. Overcoming those
things that work to mute it is not easy,
but because she spoke she enriched
the lives of those around her. Are you
speaking?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously consider
adopting
or
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in your
heart for a child or siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are.
Daily, over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for
these children or other
children like them or consider becoming their mentors?
April is National Child
Abuse Prevention Month.
Churches are asked to
partner with One Church
One Child in sharing information with congregations and extending
Watch-Care Ministries to
children.
Rev. Beverly Hills
Lane, state president for
One Church One Child of
Florida and vice president
for National One Church
One Child, is challenging
fellow pastors to get involved and encouraging

achievement gap for
African students in Pinellas County.
Dr. Rooks’ challenge
to this very diverse group
of Pinellas County stakeholders was to identify
one or two areas that we
could collaborate on in
hopes of supporting the
district in closing the
achievement gap. The
two areas identified were
reading and mental
health.
Taking that charge,
the
St.
Petersburg
Branch NAACP has
begun to take steps to advocate and facilitate a
community-wide strategy
that embraces reading
and mental health services for our children and
families in crisis.
Within
Pinellas
County, more than $400
million have been spent
trying to “fix” black people; yet, a large percent of
our children still cannot
read. The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP hope is
to facilitate the dialogue
in hopes that the district,

institutional
partners,
Greek
organizations,
churches, politicians and
parents can envision a
community that values
reading in our words and
deeds.
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP Education Committee meets
every third Saturday at
10 a.m., 1221-22nd St. S.
Please join us at the next
meeting scheduled May
19.
For more information, please contact (727)
798-5361!
Maria L. Scruggs,
President, St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP
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Jeremiah tries hard in
school—excelling especially in math—and he’s
very proud of being chosen as a library aide this
year. He is a very thoughtful, loving kid who wants
and deserves to have his
sweet, affectionate nature
reciprocated by a forever
family.
He’ll thrive in a loving,
patient two-parent home
that will nurture his many
talents and help him to retain contact with his family out-of-state.
If you are interested in
knowing more about Jeremiah and other children
in foster care available for
adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster
parent, mentor, partner or
volunteer, please contact
LaKay Fayson, recruitment coordinator for One
Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Log
on
to
www.ococfl.org for more
information.
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families to open their
hearts and homes to children in foster care.
These series of articles feature children located in communities
across the state; they have
no family identified to
adopt them. Will you take
the challenge of opening
your home and family to
parenting them?
April’s child is highlighted in this article; he
too deserves to have a
family. Do pray sincerely
for him and consider making him a part of your family through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Jeremiah
Jeremiah’s a sweet,
playful kid who loves
games of all kinds. He can
be a little shy, but he has a
big heart and he cares for
other people, and so it
makes sense that his
biggest goal is to become
a fireman when he grows
up.
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Today’s readers are tomorrow’s leaders
Dear Editor:
In Pinellas County, we
have 21 schools with less
than 50 percent of our
third graders reading on
or above grade levels, according to the Florida
Department of Education’s website. Examples
of this atrocity include
Melrose Elementary who
in 2015 had only 10 percent of their third
graders reading at or
above grade level; Campbell Park at 19 percent
and Fairmont Park at 17.
These schools black student enrollment exceeded 80 percent.
Earlier this month,
the
St.
Petersburg
Branch NAACP hosted
two community conversations with Cornell University professor and
author Dr. Noliwe Rooks.
Her invitation hinged on
the need for her educating our community on
the history of public education in addition to offering some guidance on
how as a community we
could directly impact the
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The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
I ‘Love My City’
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When you are the son of a
Baptist preacher, your
world is often surrounded
by unrealistic expectations,
perfection personified and
the grand example of unselfish giving to the community. At times, it has the
feeling of a heavy burden
with defeat and other times
the thrilling joy of victory.
Does love have anything to
do with it? Javon Hazley
knows both sides of the
coin.
Hazley is the son of
Clark Hazley, senior pastor
of Mt. Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church. He was
raised in a spiritual family
under the leadership of his
father and the guidance of
his mother Gwendolyn
Brown; he has become
rooted in his local church
and community.
Following in the footsteps of his family, he
gained a love and passion

for helping, inspiring, encouraging and supporting
those in his inner city.
From working with many
different church choirs in
the south St. Petersburg
area to distributing toys
and holiday trees with the
YMCA Neighbor Christmas Program, he continues to give back to those
who are less fortunate and
has a deep love for his city.
“My passion is to inspire others to use their
gifts and talents, specifically through music,” he
stated.
Hazley aims to encourage and motivate the youth
to dream big and reach
their individual goals. He
also encourages adults to
stand firm and continue to
set a steady foundation for
generations behind them.
He also supports seniors
emotionally, physically and
mentally through community resources and services.
He is a gifted musician
who has worked with mul-

tiple churches in the
Tampa Bay area developing, coaching and teaching
musicians and singers of
all ages to achieve their
musical goals. His mantle
to inspire, encourage and
support others is putting
him in the company of
many influential people.
Aside from music, Hazley is involved with other
community events. His
current venture is “Love
My City,” an event hosted
by Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church that
aims to empower and provide outreach within the
community.
“Our goal for the event
is to grasp the families
throughout our community with a simple gesture
of invitation and by showing them the different
types of resources that parents and children may not
have known existed,” explained Hazley.
The purpose of Love
My City is to celebrate our
city’s culture and diversity

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
The Greenwood District in Tulsa, Okla., grew
into the most famous and
prosperous black urban
community in the United
States of its time. As
Greenwood advanced and
flourished between 1889
through 1921, it became a
symbol of black wealth,
pride and unity.
It was there that
African Americans invested their own money
and developed their own
financial
institutions.
Booker T. Washington
called it the “Negro Wall
Street” and some called it
“Little Africa.”
“Black Wall Street,”
however, was the name
used to describe it as a dynamic economic center of
progress that has endured
in the pages of history as a
legacy of success.
Word spread throughout the U.S. about the
must-see most affluent all-

black community in America, with a population of
about 11,000. The Greenwood District boasted of
having successful commercial structures, a
three-story professional
building, an excellent hospital, superior schools, an
elegant movie theater and
some of Tulsa’s most elegant brick homes.
In addition, Greenwood touted six blackowned private airplanes
and even a community bus
system. It was modern,
magnificent and unapologetically all black.
During its heyday,
well-known African-American personalities often visited Greenwood. Not only
did Booker T. Washington
and W.E.B. DuBois visit,
so too did educator Mary
McLeod Bethune, scientist George Washington
Carver, opera singer Marian Anderson, chemist

Perry Julian, blues singer
Dinah Washington, just to
name a few.
In spite of the progress
and wellbeing of the
Greenwood District and
the overall community, on
May 31, 1921, it was
turned into ruin and ashes
in what became known as
the “Tulsa Riot of 1921.”
A story circulated that
a young black man had assaulted a white woman—a
repeated contrived agenda
seen throughout this
country’s history. Then
there were rumors of a

by engaging communities
and families in a positive
family environment and to
create an atmosphere of
hope.
“Our mission is loving
our city one person at a
time.”
The Love My City activities will include a health
and wellness area to inform the community of diverse programs such as
Clothes to Kids, Health
Department services and
an on-site dental sealant
program. It will also feature inflatable bounce
houses, face painting,
games, live music, food
and more.
The inaugural Love
Our City Festival will be
held May 12 beginning
at noon on the grounds of
Mt. Pilgrim, 4000 5th Ave.
S. For more information,
contact Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church at
(727) 321-7375.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Javon Hazley

Black Wall Street: A legacy of
success, part 2

lynching—a purposeful
spread of terror—and
from there total chaos
took control.
As whites and blacks
armed themselves outside
the Tulsa County Courthouse, a scuffle led to an
exchange of gunfire and
the beginning of America’s worst race riot.
Greenwood was bombed
from the air and burned to
the ground by envious
whites.
As day turned into
night, the once thriving
black mecca lay smolder-

ing. Although accounts
vary, the carnage left approximately 300 black
men, women and children
dead, including Dr. A. J.
Jackson, who was considered the “most able Negro
surgeon in America.” He
was killed in front of his
home by a white mob with
guns acting as a militia.
Over 600 successful
businesses were lost,
homes were looted, countless black men were imprisoned, women were
separated from their chil-

dren and detained and
over 9,000 residents were
left homeless.
A model community to
America and the world was
destroyed within hours,
and a major African-American economic movement
had been resoundingly defused.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator in
the study of history and language. She is also the historian for the St. Petersburg
Branch of ASALH.

GENERAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available affordable housing programs for owneroccupied single family households and rental households. The City offers zero percent (0%)
interest loans to homeowners for: 1) home repairs, and 2) to first time homebuyer’s for down
payment and closing cost assistance. In addition, the City offers one-time rental assistance
to persons/households who are in need of rental housing or for those that need to remain
housed. Homeowners and tenants must be income eligible to qualify. For complete program
requirements go to the City’s Housing and Community Development (“HCD”) Department
website at http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact HCD at (727) 892-5572 or via email at
Housing@stpete.org.
AVISO GENERAL
La ciudad de San Petersburgo ("Ciudad") tiene disponibles programas de vivienda asequible
para viviendas unifamiliares ocupadas por sus propietarios y hogares de alquiler. La Ciudad
ofrece cero por ciento (0%) préstamos de interés a los propietarios por: 1) reparaciones en
el hogar, y 2) al comprador de vivienda por primera vez para el pago inicial y asistencia
con los costos de cierre. Además, la Ciudad ofrece asistencia de alquiler por única vez a las
personas / familias que necesitan una vivienda de alquiler o para aquellos que necesitan
permanecer alojados. Los propietarios y los inquilinos deben ser elegibles para calificar.
Para obtener los requisitos completos del programa, vaya al sitio web del Departamento de
Vivienda y Desarrollo Comunitario ("HCD") de la Ciudad en http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
Para aprovechar estas oportunidades, comuníquese con HCD al (727) 892-5572 o por correo
electrónico a Housing@stpete.org.

CONNECT
WITH US!
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Relay 4 Life makes tracks to fight cancer
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Hundreds of residents converged on Lakewood High
School’s track field once
again to help raise funds
for the annual Relay For
Life fundraiser to combat
the devastating effects of
cancer.
Local black Greek organizations were on hand
to help facilitate the event.
Alpha
Kappa
Alpha,
Omega Psi Phi, Zeta Phi
Beta, Phi Beta Sigma,
Delta Sigma Theta and
Sigma Gamma Rho were
all present in their colors at
their individual stations
around the track.
Clear skies and a light
wind made for a comfortable evening outdoors.
Several information booths
were set up to provide tips
on the prevention and
maintenance of cancer.
According to the Amer-

ican Cancer Society projections for 2017, approximately 1,688.780 new
cancer cases are projected
to be diagnosed and
600,920 cancer deaths are
forecast to occur. The top
five states for cancer
deaths in 2017 are projected to be California
(59,400), Florida (43,870),
Texas (40,260), New York
(35,960) and Pennsylvania
(28,510).
Luminary bags lined
the track like they do every
year as an annual reminder
that cancer is an indiscriminate killer that robs males,
females, young and old of
their lives despite advancement in treating and managing the disease.
Moreover, treatment
and management of the
disease are costly. As of
yesterday, fundraising efforts by 21 teams in south
St. Petersburg resulted in
raising $15,195.36. Every
hour the goal to raise
$20,000 is becoming closer

to reality.
The top five fundraising teams include Mt. Zion
MBC
Progressive
($3,911), Victory Lane
($2,857), NCNW St. Petersburg ($1220), ETA
RHO-Ques ($1050) and
Mt. Pilgrim MBC ($1,000).
In addition, the top five individual participants are
Timeka Walker ($425),
Debra Short ($425), Kala
Tupou ($390), Angela
Rouson ($250) and Charlene Harrison ($220).
Entertainment highlights included the Girls
Dance Ministry of Mt.
Zion Progressive and
Bahiyyah Sadiki‘s Zumba
Dancers from Childs Park.
Both groups drew cheers
and encouragement from
all ages as the day gradually transitioned from a
sunny evening into night.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Kitchen Table Literary Arts
DEUCES, from front page

Life on The Deuces: Intersection of History &
Home” at the Carter G.
Woodson African American
History Museum. As part
of the Sunlit Festival, last
Saturday’s workshop illuminated life on the Deuces
and helped writers and inspiring writers hone their
literary prose.
Founded by Sheree L.
Greer, the Kitchen Table
Literary Arts is a non-profit
organization that builds
awareness, appreciation
and support for women of
color writers, poets and
their work. These workshops are open to the community and the curriculum
is tailored to women of
color and literature.
“We open our workshops and events to a diverse group of people
because we believe these
stories about black women
and women of color don’t
only affect us, but it affects
everyone because it’s a
part of everyone’s history
whether we want to admit
it or not,” said Tiffiany
“Slam” Anderson, community outreach director and
workshop instructor.
And although the work-

shops are centered on
women of color, Anderson
admits that it’s not easy getting them there.
“We always say how
this is what we want and
then when we give it and
we give it free, we have another excuse for why we’re
not there,” she said.
Kitchen Table Literary
Arts is also looking for
more men to attend their
workshops. Anderson said
the stereotype that men do
not read, write or care
about women’s issues must
end.
Other than workshops,
Kitchen Table holds a
monthly book club where
they read only books written by women of color.
They focus on writers who
aren’t as well known as the
Alice Walkers or Toni Morrisons.
Kitchen Table Literary
Arts partners with different organizations to put on
various workshops around
town. All they need is a
theme and they’ll come up
with a curriculum and take
it from there.
Saturday’s workshop
was held in conjunction
with Cultured Books, a

pop-up children’s bookstore located at The Well,
833 22nd St. S. Owned and
operated by Lorielle Hollaway, the bookstore is a
place where children can
learn to love to read.
In operation for about
six months, Hollaway, 27,
aims to show children positive images of people of
color while widening their
world through literature.
The
bookstore
is
opened on Sundays from
noon to 6 p.m. and every
second and fourth Sunday
she has a multi-generational book club. The oldest member of the club is
in their 60s and the
youngest is two years old.
Not your average book
club, Hollaway’s club goes
on field trips. The first book
they read was the play “A
Raisin in the Sun,” and then
they attended the play at
American Stage. And when
they read “A Wrinkle in
Time,” you guessed it…
they all loaded up and
headed to the movie theater to watch the film.
Hollaway opened up
shop on the Deuces because she wants to be a
part of the history of the

area. After reading “St. Petersburg’s Historic 22nd
Street South” by Rosalie
Peck and Jon Wilson, she
was inspired to open up her
business on the corridor.
She first thought to
open her shop downtown
where she knew she’d get
a lot of foot traffic, but once
learning about the rich history and the culture on the
historic street, she decided
to follow in the footsteps of
Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong takes a break from a
John Black (Geech’s
Manhattan Casino gig in the company of two
BBQ), Paul Barco (Barco’s
fans, Josephine Smith, left, and Esther Peck
Grocery) Maggie Neal
Thomas. Courtesy John L. Smith Jr.
(Maggie’s Beauty Box),
just to name a few entrepreneurs.
Hollaway gave a brief
history of life on Deuces
and Anderson instructed
attendees on a hands-on
writing exercise. She went
over writing techniques
such as dialog, personification and imagery. Workshop goers were instructed
to write about their hometown and got a chance to
share it with the class.
For information on
workshops
and
the
monthly book clubs meetings, visit kitchen-table.org
In this late 1950s photo, John “Geech” Black
or culturedbooks.com.
turns out some ribs in his barbecue stand’s
kitchen. Courtesy Norman Jones II.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Omega Talent Hunt steps back in time
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
As an undergraduate writing major in New York
City who grew to love jazz,
I was not around during
the heyday of Dizzy Gillespie, John Coltrane, Charlie Parker or Billie Holiday,
but I frequently visited the
Apollo Theatre and more
intimate jazz clubs in the
Village.
When I walked into the
nightclub-like setting on
the lower level of the Palladium Theater on the
evening of April 18, I felt as
if I had stepped back in
time. The Henry Ashwood
Quartet was jamming and
people were intensely engaged with every smooth
note
that
bebopped
around the room.
Sitting in one section of
the room was a group of
high school musicians ingesting every note that
emanated from the quartet
on stage. As for me, I was
back home in an intimate
jazz club in the Village.
Last Wednesday night,
however, was very special.

It was about a gradual
changing of the guard in
the local jazz scene. Enthusiastic, talented and young
high school jazz musicians
gathered together to compete in the Omega Psi Phi
Talent Hunt of 2018.
Unlike most competitions of this nature, these
young men and women
were not scattered across
the room or in separated
dressing rooms. They
were all sitting together at
one table, sharing their experiences, encouraging
each other with smiles,
handshakes and hugs.
The post-millennial generation is going to be alright
and great leaders one day,
I could not help but think!
James Jackson, III was
the Master of Ceremony
for the evening, while
Tony Love set the mellow
tone by welcoming everyone to the competition.
The talent hunt adjudicators were Phyllis Gessler,
Bill Shideler and Dawne
Wisner Eubanks.
Gessler recently retired as a voice instructor
to musical theater majors
at Gibbs High School.
Shideler is a life-long per-

forming artist in musical
theater in the U.S. and
abroad on international
tours. Eubanks currently
teaches voice at Eckerd
College and Gibbs. She
has graced the stage of
Carnegie Hall and all the
major stages in the Tampa
Bay area.
As Frank Brunson and
Grant McMillan proceeded to the stage to
present the top jazz
awards, the contestants
held each other’s hand.
The big winners for the
evening were instrumentalists Johnny Liles (2nd
place) and Garvin Ard
(1st place).
Other recognized musicians included Maya
Baptiste, Ja’Nabre Flowers, Amaya Glover, Erik
Hempel, Megan Holmes,
Xavier Kernodle, Dylan
McHann and Jessika
Parker.
Congratulations to all
who participated in the
2018 Omega Psi Phi Talent Hunt. You are clearly
all winners.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

CHILDSS PARK YMCA Ŷ 691
6 43RD STREEET SOUTH ST. PEETE, FL
Pre-registration
registration begins March 21st

Ŷ

RSVP: (727) 270-7264
7264

W E E NCOURAGE
L ETTERS TO THE E DITOR !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Spring: Time to train for service
PINELLAS COUNTY –
This is the time of year
when we focus on high
school and college graduations and the excitement of life-changing
experiences. Some are
beginning again after incarceration; others are
widows and widowers
looking for direction;
still, others just want to
make a life-changing career shift.
Spring is the time for
growth! For the first
time this year, Int’l Kingdom Builders partners
with legal scholar, author, apostle and advocate Sheila D. Griffin to
present: IMPACT Empowerment Study (90
Day Spiritual MakeOver).
Testimonies continue
to come in about the
transformative power of
this course. This faithbased Judeo-Christian
curriculum delivers on
its promise in 12
weeks to prepare participants to live an empowered life that begins with
knowing purpose and
planning destiny.
“I found out that
what I loved doing does

not have to take place in
church and that doing
good does not require
permission,” said former
participant
Sharon
Green.
A young collegiate
taking the course said:
“This was the perfect
time to learn how my
personality, career and
temperament all work together to form my personal
mission
and
vision.”
The primary goal of
IMPRINT is to the gain
greater boldness in fulfilling God’s purpose in
our lives through testing,
classes and looking
deeper into the uniqueness of God’s assignment for each person.
Last, there were 27 students from different
churches and different
ethnic backgrounds attend, touted Griffin.
“It was such a unique
privilege to see each person mature into their
calling so they could be
more laser-focused on
their call and begin service in community and the
church with greater
power to make an IMPRINT; make a differ-

ence,” she said. “Our
newlywed participants
were amazed at how
their individual visions
merged to become a
family mission and direction.”
Five components prepare participants to
serve in their local
churches and community with intentionality
and joy. On May 1, the
next class begins in Central Pinellas County
at 6:30 p.m. at 10300 49th
St. N. Clearwater (right
behind Quaker Steak
and Lube Restaurant).
Join those who become very courageous
when armed with information, knowledge and
understanding. Then,
with revelation comes
your elevation. Reserve
NOW! - Limited Seating. Regularly registration was $429.00; but
with the new location, it
now only $99.00 per person; and a guest can attend for only $39.00.
For more information
or registration visit the
website at time4kingdombuilders.com
or
call/ text (727) 207-2721.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

The following job is currently available:
• Executive Administrative Specialist (Job ID 16641)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
First Ladies in African American History
LADIES, from front page

running in the workforce,
she started to look for a
job, and Johnson, a mathematics
major,
was
promptly hired as an associate engineer by Boeing
after a visit to the company
in Huntsville, Ala.
Following the civil
rights struggle, the reality of integration in the
workplace opened up new
opportunities, and Johnson had a chance to stake
her place in history.
“When the doors
opened, I was able to put a
foothold in there,” she
said. “The trajectories that
I worked on helped to propel me to this place where
I am now.”
Working with NASA,
Boeing was a leader in
building the Saturn V
rocket and Johnson was
responsible for preparing
data inputs for simulation
of vehicle impact trajectories. She was honored by
Boeing for receiving a perfect score of 20 successful
mission runs in 20 attempts in March 1969 and
for contributing to the first
manned moon landing in
July 1969.
“I was humbled to have
my name enshrined in the
Apollo/Saturn V Roll of
Honor,” she said.
Johnson came from
humble beginnings in Savannah, Ga., where her
mother worked as a nurse
and her father a mason.
“They didn’t have a lot
of money,” she explained,
“but they instilled a rigid
work ethic and deemed
education critically important in our household. My
parents worked tirelessly
to provide for myself and
my three siblings.”
Johnson’s
seventhgrade math teacher motivated and inspired her to
love mathematics. Though
her parents wanted her to
go to college locally, Johnson—who was named
valedictorian of her high
school—fostered “bigger
dreams.”
“I was ecstatic to move
out of Savannah and start
my new life!” she said.
As she and her family
made the six-hour drive to
Talladega, Ala., Johnson
experienced racial profiling for the first time.
“We were awakened
from our sleep with sirens
and flashing lights,” she
recalled. “My dad pulled
over and told us to keep
quiet.”
Johnson’s father explained to a state trooper
that he was just taking his
daughter to college and
that his papers were in the
glove box, and even requested permission to pull
them out, not wanting to
make sudden moves
around the trooper. Johnson and her family were
afraid of what would happen next, but when the
state trooper was apparently satisfied, he told the
Johnsons they were free to
go.
“Once I stepped foot
out of the station wagon
and onto the campus, and
I knew that my life was
about to change,” she said.
Finally, out on her own,
Johnson admitted that her
initial time at college was
taken up by having “too
much fun.”
“Instead of memorizing
the limits of combined and
composite
functions...I
was doing the twist!” she
said, adding that after her
first semester, she lost her
scholarship. But she knew
she had to “get it together”
to avoid embarrassing her
family.
She refocused, worked
hard and redeemed her
scholarship then turned
her efforts to finding a job
that would suit her strong
background in math. Even
when she saw an entrylevel position as an engineer at Boeing, she
remembered telling her-

self, “So? You’re no engineer!” and it was the first
time she could remember
putting a kind of limitation
on herself. But she decided not to “listen to that
little devil” that was on her
shoulder and applied for
the job anyway.
“What do you know? I
got it!” she said. “By working for Boeing I was responsible for using my gift
of mathematics by calculating trajectory and location of landing for both the
shuttle rocket and the debris after the launch.”
The people who lived
in the landing location of
these items had to be notified so that no one would
be harmed, she explained.
Her perfect scores for calculating those trajectories
weren’t just flattering
awards—they were proof
that Johnson’s correct calculations helped save
lives.
She gives much credit
to the strong family values
instilled in her, which allowed her to “dream, be
motivated and to embrace
mentorship.”
“No one has ever
achieved anything without
a dream,” she underscored, “attached to a
burning desire. We must
learn how to learn.”
Mentorship can truly
make a difference in a
young person’s life, she
said, and as an educator,
Johnson has had many students who have thanked
her for changing their
lives. Just like her own
mentor—her
seventhgrade math teacher Mr.
Simmons—Johnson encouraged today’s youth,
particularly the young
ladies, for a STEM career
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math).
Such careers are
closely linked to global
competitiveness and there
is a lack of gender and ethnic diversity of students
entering STEM educational programs.
“Not enough young
people are being educated,
are inspired about developing an interest in
STEM,” Johnson noted,
adding that the education
in American junior high
schools, in particular,
seems to be a “black hole”
in the interest of young
people, namely of young
women when it comes to
the sciences.
According to the National Science Foundation,
she said, in the 21st century, scientific and technological innovations have
become increasingly important.
“To succeed in this
new
information-based
and highly technological
society,” she averred, “students need to develop
their capabilities in STEM
to levels much beyond
what was considered acceptable in the past. Technology is pervasive in
almost every aspect of
daily life, and as the workplace changes, STEM
knowledge and skills grow
in importance for a variety
of workers, not just for
mathematicians and scientists.”

Carla Bristol

ness perspective.
Her community involvement is never-ending,
and stems largely from
her affiliation with organizations such as the Pinellas County Historical
Commission, Create Pinellas and Preserve the Burg.
In addition, she currently serves as first vice
president of the Pinellas
Democratic Caucus and
works tirelessly with the
African American Heritage
Trail Committee and on
Studio@620’s board of directors. She has also
served on the board of the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum.

Gaines oversaw the public
library system and was instrumental in writing two
separate grants for two
stand-alone
facilities:
James Weldon Johnson
Branch and South Branch
Libraries.

A recipient of numerous awards, she garnered
recognition in the duPont
Registry, Tampa Bay Business Journal Readers’
Choice Award, Most
Iconic Style from Local
Shops 1; an Arts, Culture
and Heritage Award in
2015 and a Small Business
of the Year Award.

Mary Corbett
The first African-American female member of the
Florida Orchestra, Mary
Corbett is also an active
chamber musician. She received a bachelor’s degree
from the Eastman School
of Music where she studied under Charles Castleman.

Mary Corbett
Upon graduation, she
was awarded a Charles
Revson Fellowship with
the New York Philharmonic where she performed for two years. Her
numerous
highlighted
performances peaked with
“Live from Lincoln Center,” and the re-opening of
Carnegie Hall with Marion
Anderson in attendance.
Prior to moving to Florida,
she was the assistant concertmaster of the South
Bend Symphony.
The Grand Teton
Music Festival, held in
Jackson Hole, Wyo., is a
highlight of this first lady’s
career. Musicians from
major orchestras worldwide collaborate, performing
orchestral
and
chamber music concerts.
She engages in the
community as a volunteer
through Arts Capacity.
This group brings works
of living composers to men
behind bars and help people in need through the
power of art, culture, and
music. She believes that
live music helps individuals cope with challenges
and develop the capacity
to experience “change for
the good.”

The first African-American female to cultivate St.
Pete’s first African American Art and Film Festival,
Carla Bristol has made her
mark in St. Petersburg. A
native of British Guyana
and raised in New York,
this mother of two enjoys
strengthening her community through art and culture.
An art gallery owner
who has expanded her
brand to include community engagement, she has
been featured in numer- Mary Stafford Gaines
ous publications and proThe first African-Amerfiled on several television ican female director of St.
shows to include CNN rep- Petersburg Public Liresenting the small busi- braries, Mary Stafford

school long jump record
and earned a Big Ten title.
Showing her versatility,
she was a member of the
relay team and became a
four-time All-American in
the 4x100 relay.

Dr. Carrie Nero

Mary Stafford Gaines

Carla Bristol

ber of R’Club Childcare,
she is committed, dedicated and results driven.
She earned a master’s
degree in Public Policy
from Harvard University’s
Kennedy School of Government and bachelor’s
degree from the Whitney
Young College of Leadership at Kentucky State
University. She is also the
CEO of the Power Broker
Media Group.
The first African-American female Brigadier General in the U.S. Army
Reserve, Dr. Carrie Nero
attended community college and became a nurse.
With a specialized medical
background, she was
highly recruited from a
local hospital by the U.S.
military.
Beginning a career
with the Army Reserves in
1975, she began pursuing
two careers that would
parallel. As a civilian, she
attended USF and received bachelor’s degree
in counseling and behavioral health, a master’s degree in nursing and a
doctorate in higher education.

Her responsibilities included the administration
of the main library and six
branches, administering a
budget in excess $5.6 million and a staff of 100 people. She directed library
operations during construction of the library on
the Gibbs campus of St.
Petersburg College and
the opening of the Childs
Park Branch Library.
This first lady holds a
bachelor’s degree from
Florida A&M University
and a master’s in Library
and Information Science
from Florida State University.
Within the community,
she serves faithfully as a
member of Christ Gospel
Church International. She
maintains affiliation with
the Florida Library Association and has served as a
member of the American
Library Association, the
National Forum for Black
Dr. Carrie Nero
Public Administrators and
the Pinellas Public Library
As both careers began
Cooperative Library Di- to blossom, she found enrector’s Advisory Council. joyment in her civilian employment at the Pinellas
Gypsy Gallardo
County Health DepartPublisher of the Power- ment where she served as
broker magazine, Gypsy the director of Minority
Gallardo is the first Health. During her tenure,
African-American female the department reviewed
publisher of the longest data on health disparities
thriving magazine target- in the African-American
ing African Americans in community. She was also
able to research and study
the Tampa Bay region.
Her professional expe- the sickle cell disease and
rience is extensive with its prevalence in minority
years of working with communities.
Meanwhile, in the U.S.
award-winning organizations in fields that are vital Army, she served in
to transforming commu- Desert Shield/Storm carnity economies. She is ing for wounded soldiers
CEO of Urban Market An- in Alabama, Tampa and
alytics, which specializes Georgia. In 2002, dedicain designing, funding and tion to her military career
evaluating solutions that and commitment to trainpositively impact eco- ing earned her one of the
nomic progress for low-in- most distinguished honors
bestowed upon reservist.
come individuals.
Her activities in Pinellas County include establishing Pinellas County
Healthy Start and Pinellas
County Health Department’s first Sickle Cell
Anemia screening program. She is also a part of
the “Closing the Gap” task
force that focuses on eliminating health care disparities.
Her awards and recognitions are numerous with
her most recent acknowledgment by the mayor in
November when honoring
Gypsy Gallardo
our veterans.
She co-led the advocacy campaign to create Rose Richmond
the South St. Petersburg
The first African-AmerCommunity Redevelop- ican female Olympian
ment Area. The CRA is the from St. Petersburg, Rose
first in Pinellas County lo- Richmond is a product of
cated within a low-income Pinellas County Public
community and the first Schools.
designed to invest in workHer
competitions
force development and began at age six when she
other non-construction ac- joined the St. Petersburg
tivities. Further, she is the Striders Track and Field
CEO of The 2020 Plan, an Club. The interest contininitiative committed to re- ued to be central to her acducing the poverty rate in ademic and professional
south St. Petersburg by careers.
2020.
Her celebrated career
Involved in the com- at Lakewood High School
munity as the Founder of landed her with the title of
the St. Petersburg Eco- four-time state long-jump
nomic Development Cor- champion. She went on to
poration, board member of earn a scholarship to Indithe St. Petersburg Area ana University where she
Chamber and board mem- set a Big Ten conference

Rose Richmond
After retiring from
track and field, the University of Kansas recruited
her as a volunteer
coach. That year the
women’s team won the
first NCAA track and field
title in program’s history.
Subsequently, she was
named director of External Operations for Track
and Field/ Cross Country. She is currently the director of operations and
recruiting coordinator for
Track and Field at the University of Kansas.
This stellar athlete
competed successfully at
the 2006 World Athletic
Final and the 2006 World
Cup.

Sandra Rooks
The first African-American female to author three
books that detail AfricanAmerican life and culture
in Pinellas County and the
founder of the Pinellas
County African American
History Museum, Sandra
Rooks obtained a bachelor’s degree in English
from Florida A&M University, a master’s degree in
English Literature from
the University of South
Florida and has pursued
coursework toward a doctorate in higher education
administration at Barry
University.
As a professional, she
retired from teaching in
2000 to devote efforts toward the creation of the
Pinellas County African
American History Museum for which she currently serves as the
executive director and curator. In addition, she is an
adjunct professor at the
University of Phoenix, a
noted author, speaker and
lecturer.
Her civic involvement
includes an NAACP lifetime membership, affiliations with the Pinellas
County Historical Society,
Association of African
American Museums and
the National Museum of
African American History
and Culture.
One of her most celebrated accomplishments
was the creation of the
Florida African American
Heritage Festival that
drew between 4,000 and
10,000 visitors annually.
Having received numerous accolades, the H.
Councill Trenholm Memorial Honor is her most coveted honor, which was
presented by the National
Education Association in
Washington, D.C.

Sandra Rooks
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tonjua Williams

Dr. Tonjua Williams
The first African-American and the first woman
president of St. Petersburg
College,
Dr.
Tonjua
Williams credits much of
her success to the upbringing and training provided by her mother,
family members, teachers,
neighbors and the wonderful relationship she has
with her loving husband.
She holds a Ph.D. from
Barry
University
in
Higher Education Administration with a specialization
in
Educational
Leadership. She has participated in several leadership programs including
the State of Florida Chancellor’s Leadership Program, Leadership St.
Petersburg, University of
Florida’s Executive Leadership Program and the
American Association of
Community
College’s
Thomas Lakin Leadership
Program.

She was recently selected as one of 40 leaders
in the inaugural class of
the Aspen Presidential Fellowship, a yearlong program designed to prepare
leaders aspiring to be community college presidents.
Her passion is to help
others overcome obstacles
and succeed in life. As a recipient of community outreach services and a
member of “the village,”
she understands the importance of reaching out
to others and helping
them realize their full potential.
Williams is active in
her community and has received many awards and
recognition including the
Junior Achievement Educator of the Year for Pinellas County, the St.
Petersburg Area Chamber
of Commerce Iconic
Woman of the Year and
was chosen as one of
Academy Prep Center’s 5
Fabulous Females.

tion and equal rights in the
workplace.
Foster’s
pollinating
character led to her joining the League of Women
Voters alongside C. Bette
Wimbish, the first AfricanAmerican member of the
St. Petersburg City Council.
In the election for
Pinellas County Judge in
1971-72, Foster found herself contributing significantly to help Attorney
James B. Sanderlin become the first black judge
in Pinellas County.

Winnie Foster
Brave,
courageous,
tenacious and unyielding,
Winnie Foster received
the Lifetime Achievement
Award.
Her zeal to serve the
community was shaped as
a little girl growing up in a
Quaker family environment in Pennsylvania. Foster solidified what would
become
her
soul’s
mantra—fighting
for
women’s rights, integra-

Winnie Foster
Through the Sojourner
Truth Center, the nascent
nonprofit, she has built a
large garden containing
six raised beds in her side
yard. Named for the abolitionist and women’s rights
activist, she invites local
youth to help tend the garden and lights up when
teaching them about growing food.
To her, this knowledge

is crucial. She believes
local youth—especially
south of Central Avenue
where
food
deserts
reign—are suffering a
deep disconnect that could
have a detrimental impact
on their physical, mental
and emotional development.
Born in 1927, Foster
came of age in the middle
of World War II. For her
last two years of high
school, she went to a
Quaker boarding school in
Ohio. Civil rights leader
and LGBTQ equality pioneer Bayard Rustin visited
her school and she got to
meet him. Rustin, who
went on to become an advisor to Martin Luther
King Jr., inspired her.
“As he talked and told
us some of the work he’s
doing around the country,
I thought that sounds cool,
I’d like to do that,” she
said. “And so I was focused on racial justice
partly because of my
Quaker heritage and
knowing that Quakers in
this country came here for
religious freedom and the
basics of their beliefs are
that all people are equal.”
As the Civil Rights era
gained steam, Foster was
there to help it along.
“I remember making
lots and lots of peanut butter sandwiches to put on
the bus for people who
were going to Washington
for the Poor People’s campaign at the time of Martin
Luther King,” she said.

Lorna Taylor
The recipient of the inaugural Winnie Foster
Lifetime
Achievement
Award, Lorna Taylor, is
the president and CEO of
Premier Eye Care, a leading expert in national managed eye care that
provides services and administration of everything
from routine vision exams
to complex ocular surgical
procedures.
A graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary
with a master’s degree in
divinity concentrating in
social ethics, she is heavily
involved in charity work.
Her work has taken her to
London, where she met
the Prince of Wales, to universities in Dubai and on
an art and cultural exchange in Cuba.
As a member of the International Green Belt
Movement,
she
has
served on the national
board. Her charity work
has been noted through
organizations including
the Florida Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, which raises private
funds to support the 42 domestic violence shelters in
Florida, as well as the
Tampa Bay Businesses for
Culture and the Arts.
Taylor went to divinity
school, not to be a minister
but just because she
wanted to study divinity.
There, she learned community service can be a
way to live a spiritual life.

“For me, it’s just how I
live out my desire to be a
global citizen,” she stated.
She always humbly acknowledges the support of
her colleagues: “I couldn’t
do everything I do without
the support of my company. My commitment to
social responsibility and
investment in my community is something that permeates
our
entire
corporate culture.”
Personally, Taylor is involved in a wide variety of
community and nonprofit
causes. She has volunteer
board positions with the
Dalí Museum, Preserve
Vision Florida, Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence Foundation,
University of Tampa
Board of Trustees, Arts
Conservatory for Teens,
Tampa Bay Businesses for
Culture and the Arts and is
an extraordinary friend of
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum.

Lorna Taylor

Marion Lee Johnson and Mayor Rick Kriseman

Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin

Sierra Davis provided the entertainment for the evening.

Each honoree was presented a token of appreciation
from the city, county and state legislator.

E
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Leap
Leap into
int o L
Learning
earning
June 1, 2018 – July 26, 2018

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday – Friday

with FREE Summer VPK
My child will be 5 years old on or before
September 1, 2018.
My child has not attended Voluntary
PreKindergarten (VPK).
I want my child to be ready for Kindergarten.

www.pcsb.org/summervpk
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

A Heart that Believes
A heart that believes has unshakable
“A heart that believes, knows that in
JESUS is victory; HE died on the cross so faith;
GOD honors the heart that believes,
that we may be free.
with unmerited favor and HIS amazing
A heart that believes, keeps no count grace.
of wrongdoing; this heart for JESUS
A heart that believes gives GOD all
knows that counting blessings is worth
the praise; thank You LORD JESUS for a
doing.
heart that believes and forever yearns for
A heart that believes, shows the world Your loving embrace.
how to love; GOD’s promises demonAMEN
strate JESUS’ miracles from above.
“That if thou shalt confess with thou
mouth the LORD JESUS, and shalt
A heart that believes is a heart that
forgives; this heart trusts that JESUS believe in thine heart that GOD hath
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
truly does live.
saved.
For with the heart man believeth
A heart that believes in the fervent
prayers of the righteous; is a heart full unto righteousness; and with the mouth
of hope in GOD’s Holy Word and HIS confession is made unto salvation.”
Romans 1:9-10 KJV
promises.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation thank God for
his continual mercy, grace
and abundant blessings. We
strive to give God our utmost
praise for the awesome gift
of His Son, Jesus Christ and
extend to our community an
invitation to share in our
praise as we pursue our mission of Creating a BibleBased Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
Sunday’s message from
Pastor Brown was ‘Grow’.
Pastor Brown answered the
question ‘What Does Growth
Need to Succeed” with these
three points: (1) Growth
Needs A Heart Willing to
Love, (2) Growth Needs
Hands Willing to Labor and
(3) Growth needs a Head

Willing to Learn. The message was based on Ephesians 4:1-15. Please join us
to receive the details of the
points from God for the
equipping of our lives each
Sunday at 10:45 a.m.
As we march forward in
the month of April, we say
again to New Jerusalem and
their Pastor congratulations
on their Church’s and Pastor’s Anniversary. Still ahead
is the South Florida Progressive Association’s celebration of the Senior Women’s
Women in Yellow Program
St. John MB Church on April
29 at 3:30 pm. We wrap up
the month with Operation
Love on April 29 when we go
out to visit our sick and shut
in members immediately
after the morning service.
Looking ahead, plans are
in the works for this year’s
VBS during the week of July
9-13. The Pizza Ministry is

Pastor’s Corner
in full swing each Monday
evening starting at 6:00 pm
at Childs Park. Everyone is
invited to come out, study
God’s work, enjoy some
pizza and play some games.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady Teresa L.
Evans (have a heart for the
people), the Official Family and
Members welcome you aboard
the SS Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting our
with our Bread of Life Ministry
at 11:00 am, followed by
Wednesday in the Word (the
Learning Arm of our church)
at 12:00 noon and again at 7:00
pm. We drop our Anchor until
Sundays, where we set sail
again with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30 pm and finally our
Mid Morning Worship Service
at 10:45 am. All are Welcomed
to use this Boarding Pass to experience the “It;s just nice to be
nice” church. Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us to
much, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
April Beyond The Wall

Blessings at the Ship
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS: The 90th Church
Anniversary Planning Committee Meeting, every Monday at
7 pm. ALL January (Reuben),
February (Simeon) Tribe
members or any interested
church member and ALL Ushers Ministries members are encouraged to attend these
meetings, thank you, Brother
Bobby Robinson and Sister
Claretha Tyson, Chairpersons.
First EVENT: Saturday, April
28, 2018, Sign-up Only Information located on the 90th CA Information Table.
The Adult Mass Choir is
cordially Inviting all past and interested members of the Ship
to be a part of the Choir that is
focused on Glorifying God
through Song. Rehearsal is
every Thursday, at 7:00 pm.
Bro. Eland Wilson, Minister of
Music.
Show your love and support for our very own Sis. Diane
Hughes, she's back on the
Radio and this time she is LIVE
on 99.1 FM, Monday-Wednesday, from 9 am until 12 pm.
Sunday, April 29, 2018 –
FIFTH SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 8:00 am – Church Sunday School and at 9:45 am –
Worship Service
MARK YOU CALENDAR
FOR MAY EVENTS: Thursday, May 3, 2018 from 12:00
Noon until 2:00 pm, NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER,
Hosted by the Women's Ministry of Friendship, Theme:
“Pray for American-Unity”,
Acripture: Ephesians 4:3 “Endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace”
(KJV), Colors: White and Blue,
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry
Leader.
FAMILY LIFE EMPHASIS CONFERENCE 2018 –
Schedule - “Living In Love...
GOD'S DESIGN FOR FAMILIES-Ephesians 3:17-20: Mon-

day, May 7, 2018: 6:45 – 7:30
pm – General Session 1- Lecturer: Pastor Dr. Wayne G.
Thompson, First Baptist Institutional Church – 7:45 pm –
Workshop ; Tuesday, May 8,
2018: 6:45 – 7:40 pm – General
Session 2, Lecturer: Pastor Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, First
Baptist Institutional Church 7:45 pm – 8:45 – Workshop and
Wednesday, May 9, 2018: 7:00
pm – General Session 3
Keynote Pastor: Pastor Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, First
Baptist Institutional Church,
Adult Mass Choir, Male Chorus, and 2nd Sunday Ushers to
Serve. Family Fellowship immediately after the General
Session – The Classes: Building a covenant relationship
with Christ: The Married Couples Ministry; Before I say I
Do...Single Christians – (Rev.
Robert Perry, Sr., Pastor,
Greater Grand Central Baptist
Church), IROC – I Rely On
Christ, High School/College
and Youth Ages 6-12 years
old...Focus on completing
homework, library time for stories/movie and a snack. THE
COMMUNITY IS INVITED
TO BE A PART OF THIS
CONFERENCE
Sunday, May 13, 2018,
Mother'sDayFree Breadfast to
all the Mother's of the Ship,
Sponsored by the Laymen
Ministry of Friendship, Bro.
Bobby Robinson, Ministry
Leader.
WEST COAST SPRING
RETREAT: Saturday, April 28,
2018, Bus leaving Church at
6:00 am, New Life Fellowship
Church, Bishop Errol Thompson, Host Pastor, 3919 New
Hampshire Street, Orlando,
Florida (407) 826-1635. Breakfast served 8:30 am-9:30 am,
Workshop 9:45 am-10:30 am
and Worship time begins at
10:30 am- Guest Pastor and
Church, Pastor LeRoy Rose of
New Covenant Baptist Church.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Stop the Blame Game
“I form the light, and create darkness: I
make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all
these things.” Isaiah 45:7
When things are going well in our lives,
we enjoy taking the credit for our hard work.
Nevertheless, when things are not going so
well in our lives, we are often tempted to
blame others for our lack of success. Since our
lives are a result of our thoughts and not someone else’s, it is important for us to take responsibility for our creation.
We must stop blaming others for our harvest and be accountable for the lives that we
have created. As long as we are pointing our
fingers at someone else, we are not entering
the process of creating a new life. As long as
we are blaming others, we are not entering the
silence. As long as we are blaming others, we
are not thinking new thoughts. As long as we
are blaming others, we are not speaking new

words. As long as we are blaming others, we
are not doing new deeds.
Our blame keeps us stuck with the same
old harvest and living the same old life. Stop
blaming others and take responsibility for
your life; it’s your creation. Others may have
played a small part in the harvest of our lives,
but ultimately it is our decision to choose life
or to choose death (Deuteronomy 30:11-19). It
is our decision to choose good or evil. It is our
decision to choose light or darkness. It is our
decision to choose the highest and the best for
all parties that are concerned or to think only
of ourselves. It is our decision to choose from
our hearts what is the right and the perfect or
to settle for less than our heart’s desire (Psalm
37:4, Mark 11:24). Let’s not be like Adam who
blamed Eve. Let’s not be like Eve who blamed
the serpent (Genesis 3). Let’s be like God and
take responsibility for our creation.

Bethel Community Baptist Church
Bethel Community Baptist Church is celebrating the
25th Anniversary of Pastor,
Dr. Manuel L. Sykes, State
Overseer of the Full Gospel
Baptist Fellowship, during
the month of April.
He has been blessed
with encouraging words
from ministries in the bay
area; to continue in the fulfillment of the purpose for
which he has been called.
Culminating activities for the

celebration include a full
Gospel Worship Service, Saturday, April 28 at 6 p.m.
The service will include
ministers and congregations
from this Full Gospel district. Pastor Jermaine Gordon of St. James Baptist
Church in Bushnell, Fla., will
minister in the worship service this Sunday, April 29, @
9:30 a.m.
The public is welcome to
attend all services.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The beta class of the Beautillion Militaire Experience
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Sunday, April 29 will
be the scene of the St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority,
Incorporated
Beautillion Militaire Schol
arship Gala. The beta
class will be formally presented to society and the
community at the historic
St. Petersburg Coliseum
beginning at 5 p.m.
The Beautillion Militaire Experience provides
a structured atmosphere
for young men in their
junior and senior years of
high school to develop socially, culturally and intellectually through various
activities and unique
workshops. The Beautillion curriculum fosters
leadership development
and character education
designed for a diverse
group of students from
varying economic backgrounds.
The Scholarship Gala
is an event in which
the young men are formally presented to society
and the community. A formal waltz and military
drill will also be performed. Attendees can
look forward to dinner,

music and entertainment.
Delta Sigma Theta established the Beautillion
Militaire program to raise
funds while providing an
opportunity for young
men to grow socially and
personally. The program
encompasses community
service, leadership development, etiquette workshops and social activities.
The proceeds raised are
used to assist the chapter
in providing academic
scholarships,
support
youth initiatives and other
program activities.
The Beautillion program provides an opportunity for the young men
to receive a minimum of
15 service hours. Participants were taught basic
dining, social and business etiquette and were
given the opportunity to
implement the skills developed.
Additionally,
the
young men further developed their leadership, social, verbal and non-verbal
communication
skills
through monthly interactive workshops.
During the six-month
program, the beaux attended local cultural activities all leading up to
Sunday’s
scholarship
gala, where participants

will be accompanied by
their escorts.
Last month, the beaux
attended a faith-affirming
rite of passage ceremony
that symbolized the
power and responsibility
of knowing they are created to lead, accomplish
and succeed in their chosen walks of life.
“This ceremony celebrates this first step in
their journey that they
commit to high standards
in their goals and behavior while seeking guidance in a power greater
than themselves,” said
Rev. Dr. John Evans from
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, who per-

formed the gentleman’s
agreement.
The beaux stood and
repeated the agreement,
asking God for guidance
toward obedience and respect for the instructions
of their parents, teachers,
adults and authority in
their lives.
Rev. Shawn Thomas
from Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church delivered the
faith-affirming message
and Rev. Watson Haynes
presided over the coat of
arms ritual. Once the
agreement was signed,
the young men donned a
red jacket, with the help
of a parent or mentor,

which symbolized body
armor, providing them
with protection and equipping them for society.
These young men’s
journey began last October with the induction cer-

emony into the program
and will end this Sunday
with the Beautillion Militaire Scholarship Gala.
Tickets can be purchased at StPeteDeltas.org.

the Arts Exchange of the
Warehouse Arts District,
located at 515 22nd St. S.
Friends of the Deuces
Latrece Bonner, Leigh
Davis and Veatrice Farrell
were victorious at the
Adult Spelling Bee for
Grown-Ups last Saturday.
The trio beat out seven
other teams to claim the
crown.
At this event, teams of
adults competed to determine the best spellers in
St. Petersburg in this
fourth annual fundraiser
to support the Literacy
Council of St. Petersburg.
And the Carter G.
Woodson Museum, 2240
9th Ave. S, hosted “An Intersection of History and

Home: Life on the
Deuces” last Saturday.
This powerful event was
presented by Kitchen
Table Literary Arts in
partnership with Cultured
Books to explore the rich
and essential history of

22nd Street South.
Please keep your eyes
and ears open for the
Friends of the Johnson Library youth spelling,
math and geography bees
this summer!

the phone company, and
after graduation, John
began his career with the
Department of Justice,
where he remained for 30
years.
They said getting married in the 1960s was a
turbulent time, but they
were blessed with good
jobs and a way to support
their growing family.
“We know my ability
to get an education
opened doors for us,” he
said. “We had to work a little harder because we

started building our family young, but thank you
Jesus it worked.”
Now, 50 years later,
the two celebrated their
anniversary and unwavering commitment to each
other with a party planned
by
their
daughters,
Chanda and Toni, son
Donahue and daughter-inlaw Kay Kay.
Last Saturday evening
saw more than 100 friends
and family members
come out to celebrate
their everlasting love at

Pinellas Technical College. The place was elegantly decorated and
guest dressed in white.
Person after person
stepped up to the microphone to thank them for
setting such a loving and
righteous example of how
a marriage should work.
And for the Smiths,
celebrations are a big deal
in their home and celebrating this milestone
with family and friends
brought them joy beyond
measure.

Sunlit Festival on the Deuces!
BY DEE E. USES
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
From April 7-22, St. Petersburg experienced the
4th annual SunLit Festival, which is a confederation
of
like-minded
literary, cultural and civic
organizations coordinating their individual efforts
for the common goal of
advancing the enjoyment
of books, reading, writing
and the classic art of letterpress printing.
Literary and other arts
and cultural circles intersect during the SunLit
Festival, which is also a
springtime celebration of
the written word. This
year’s festival brought to-

gether more than 35 various organizations and arts
disciplines to celebrate literacy, literature, reading
and writing for days of intoxicating “litertainment”
and just plain fun.
Literature represents
a moment in time. It is an
exploration of our history,
an expression of our experiences and of the life that
surrounds us. It is a discussion of who we are,
how we got that way and
what choices we can
make to shape our future.
The Sunlit Festival
hosted events throughout
the entire city, including a
few on and around the
Deuces. One of the first
events was hosted by

Pathfinder Outdoor Education Center, 1310 22nd
Ave, S. There was an
Open Tree Climb celebrating books, trees and
books about trees and
other book-themed activities for readers of all ages.
Some of the readers
climbed to read in the
canopy of a gorgeous live
oak. Cultured Books,
owned by Lorielle Hollaway, led a book group
discussion on “The Boy
Who Harnessed The
Wind” written by William
Kamkwamba.
The PRIDE Festival
hosted a launch party
April 12 featuring “The
Story of Harvey Milk”
and the Rainbow Flag at

‘You have to try and weather the storm’
STRONG, from front page

making things fun.
“We still have fun together,” said Catherine.
“And after all of these
years, we still like one another. Of course, we have
our disagreements, but to
stay together that long,
you really have to like
each other.”
Their son Donahue is
really proud of his parents
and the example they’ve
set for what a lasting, loving marriage looks like.
When he married his wife
15 years ago, he made

sure she understood he
planned for it to be forever.
“I told my wife: ‘This is
it. I’m not getting married
to get divorced.’ I saw
what it means to be married and to make a marriage work.
John and Catherine
said that while they know
it took hard work and determination to never give
up and to make their marriage last, they also know
their faith in God and the
support of family and

friends was an important
factor as well.
“We know that there
were people praying for
us, even if we weren’t
praying for ourselves,”
she said.
As a young couple, the
two learned early that the
support of family would
be key. Catherine, pregnant with the couple’s first
child, lived with her new
husband’s family while he
attended Bethune Cookman.
She went to work for

